PSYCHOLOGICAL ORIGIN OF RELIGION

apparent success of Magic, is to posit a miracle
where a satisfactory natural explanation already
exists.

In Magic and Religion, Andrew Lang directs
a vigorous and successful attack upon Frazer's
hypothesis.1 A part of his argument, based on
generally accepted historical data, is summarised
in this passage: ' If we find that the most back-
ward race known to us believes in a power, yet
propitiates him neither by prayer nor sacrifice,
and if we find, as we do, that in many more
advanced races in Africa and America, it is
precisely the highest power which is left unpro-
pitiated, then we realty cannot argue that gods
were first invented as power who could give
good things, on receipt of other good things,
sacrifice and prayer/2 He remarks, in addition,
that although one would not expect people who
had recognised the uselessness of Magic and
turned to gods, to continue the development
of the magical art, yet, in order to find the
highest Magic one has to go to no less a civil-
isation than that of Japan, where gods are
plentiful.

Although the hypothesis that gods and Religion
are the consequence of the recognition of the

i'Chap. iii.                               2 Ibid. 9 p. 59.
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